. Geographic distribution of Amphisbaena cuiabana. Elevation: light gray= 127-431 m; gray= 432-990 m; dark gray= above 990 m. Locality numbers: 1 = Campo Novo dos Parecis (13°40' S, 57°53' W); 2 = Araputanga (15°28' S, 58°21' W); 3 = type-locality, Cuiabá (15°35' 46" S, 56°05'48" W); and 4 = Chapada dos Guimarães (15°27' S, 55°44' W). All these localities are in the state of Mato Grosso, Brazil. Inset map represents South America where Mato Grosso state is solid color.
Five female specimens of A. cuiabana were collected in its type-locality in Cuiabá (UFMT 835-836, UFMT 217, UFMT 6011, UFMT 6025). One specimen (UFMT 6025) has an autotomized tail on annulus 8 th , revealing that the narrowest tail annuli, in fact, represents the autotomic site of the tail of this species.
With these additional specimens, the range of the number of body annuli for A. cuiabana, changes from 282-286 to 278-309, and the tail annuli from 17-20 to Silva et al. | Reptilia, Squamata, Amphisbaenia, Amphisbaena cuiabana (Strüssmann and Carvalho, 2001) Check List | Volume 6 | Issue 4 | 2010 18-20 (with an autotomic site on annulus 8 th ). The largest specimen known for the species is 316 mm snout-vent length, and it seems that male has longer tails than female. Nevertheless, additional specimens must be collected in order to test this statistically. The nasorostral scale is fused with nasals in some specimens (47 %), but not in all (53 %) as previously noticed by Strüssmann and Carvalho (2001). The difficulty for finding fossorial fauna results in descriptions of new species based on few specimens, hiding the intra and inter-populations meristic variation. New specimens when found must be revealed in scientific journals in order to get a better diagnosis of these elusive animals.
